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Letter from the Chair 

Dear Alumni and Friends, 
 
I am pleased to have this chance to 
communicate with alumni and 
friends of the Department.  This 
will be my last chance to do so, 
since my term as Chair of the De-
partment of Mathematics ends on 
30 June 2007. 
 
There has been transition among 
the faculty of the Department. Bill 
Martin assumed his duties as Head 
of the NDSU School of Education 
on 1 July 2006. Joe Brennan is on a 
one-year leave of absence. Jim 
Coykendall, now promoted to Full 
Professor, has been elected to the 
office of Chair of the Department 
of Mathematics and will start his 
duties on 1 July 2007 
 
Joining the Department Fall 2006 
were Mariangel  Alfonseca, Marian 
Bocea,  Fr iedr ich Li t tmann 
(previously visiting), and Cristina 
Popovici, as tenure-track assistant 
professors and Jason Boynton, as 

visiting as-
sistant pro-
fessor.   
 
The number 
of mathemat-
ics majors 
continues to 
grow. I be-
lieve that 

this is in part 
due faculty ef-
forts including 
the Math Club 
(Jim Coyken-
dall, Faculty 
Advisor) ac-
tivities, the 
G o v e r n o r ' s 
School (Lonnie 
Hass, Director) 
for North Da-
kota high school students Sonia 
Kovalevsky Day (Dogan Comez, Di-
rector) for female high school and jun-
ior high students, and the Tri-College 
Math Contest (Lonnie Hass, Director, 
when held at NDSU, every third year) 
for high school and junior high stu-
dents.   
 
The mathematics graduate program is 
also an area of growth in the Depart-
ment of Mathematics.  Joining  the 
Department in 2006 were six new 
graduate students.  Jim Coykendall has 
been the Graduate  Program Director 
for the past two and a half years.  In 
other graduate student news, two 
graduate students are again being sup-
ported during the 2006-2007 school 
year by the 
GraSUS-II 
program. 

Dr. Jim Coykendall 

Chair Dr. Warren Shreve 

Inside this Issue 
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 Sonia Kovalevsky Day 
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The New Folks 

Our department has seen a lot of change in the last few years. On the following pages we would 
like to give you the opportunity to learn a bit about the new people in the department. 

Maria Alfonseca 
Maria obtained her Bachelor of Sciences for 
the Universidad Autonoma de Madrid in 
Spain in 1998. 
She received her 
Ph.D. in 2003 un-
der the supervi-
sion of Fernando 
Soria and Ana 
Vargas. Until 
2005 she was a 
postdoctoral fel-
low at the Univer-
sity of Missouri - 
Columbia. She 
held a position as Assistant Professor at 
Kansas State for a year, before she came in 
2006 to NDSU. 
Her research interests lie in the area of Har-
monic Analysis. 

Marian Bocea 
Marian received a Master of Science in 
1997 from the University of Craiova in Ro-
mania and a Ph.D. in Mathematics in 2000. 
He moved to Carnegie Mellon University 
where he received a Ph.D. in Mathematical 
Sciences in 2004. He was Burgess Assistant 
Professor at the University of Utah until he 
accepted a 
tenure-track 
position at 
NDSU in 
2006. 
His research 
interests lie in 
the areas of 
partial differ-
ential equa-
tions, calculus 
of variations, 
g e o m e t r i c 
measure the-
ory, and applications to materials science. 

Benton Duncan  
Benton Duncan received a Bachelor's in 
mathematics from New Mexico Tech. He 
earned a Master's and PhD from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska.  His research is in the area 
of operator algebras.  He is a Project NExT 
(New Experiences in Teaching) Fellow and 
has attended several workshops on teaching 
in the mathematical sciences.  Currently he 
is the undergraduate program director in the 
Mathematics department.  He arrived at 
North Dakota State University in 2004 and 
was hired for a tenure track position in 

2005.  He is 
married to 
Becky and has 
two children, 
Owen and 
Miriam. 
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Friedrich Littmann 
Friedrich Littmann received a Diploma in 
Mathematics from the Technical University 
Clausthal in Germany. He took up graduate 
studies at the 
University of 
Illinois in Ur-
bana in 1998 
where he ob-
tained his 
Ph.D. in 2003. 
He held a 
postdoctoral 
position in 
Va n c o u v e r , 
Canada, be-
fore he came 
to NDSU as a visitor in 2005. In 2006 he was 
hired for a tenure track position. 
His research area is approximation theory 
and analytic number theory. 

Catalin Ciuperca 
Catalin Ciuperca received his B.S. degree 
from the University of Bucharest, Romania 
in 1996, his M.S. degree from Purdue Uni-
versity in 1998, and his Ph.D. degree from 
the University of Kansas in 2001. He was a 
Visiting Assistant Professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside, from 2001 to 
2003, and a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Uni-
versity of Missouri, Columbia, from 2003 to 
2005. Cata-
lin joined 
the NDSU 
faculty in 
Fall 2005 
as an As-
sistant Pro-
fessor in 
the Depart-
ment of 
Mathemat-
ics. 
His re-
search in-
terests are in Commutative Algebra. 

Cristina Popovici 
Cristina Pop-
ovici earned 
her B.S. degree 
in the Mathe-
matical Sci-
ences from the 
University of 
Craiova, Ro-
mania, in 1997. 
She took up 
graduate stud-
ies at Carnegie 
Mellon Univer-
sity, where she 

obtained her M. Sc. in 2000 and her Ph.D. 
in 2005. From 2005 to 2006 she held a post-
doctoral position at the University of Utah. 
Cristina joined the NDSU faculty in 2006 as 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Mathematics. 
Her research interests lie in the area of Cal-
culus of Variations. 
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Former Faculty 

Isaac 
Kornfeld 

 
Isaac Kornfeld 
joined NDSU in 
1989. In 2005 he 
moved to the 
Chicago area to 

live near his children. He is now affiliated 
with Northwestern University. 

Karen Staley 
Karen Staley joined NDSU in 2002. In 2004 
she accepted a position on the east 
coast.  She and her husband are expecting 
their first child in January. 

Jorge Calvo 
 

Jorge Calvo joined 
NDSU in 1999.  In 
2004 he accepted a 
position at Ave 
Maria University, 
a brand new liberal 
arts university in 
Naples, Florida. 

He continues to serve the Mathematics De-
partment of NDSU by directing the Ph.D. 
dissertation of Angie Klicker, who is also 
teaching as an Adjunct Instructor at 
AMU.  Jorge reports that it is very exciting 
working on a "start-up" and seeing a univer-
sity campus being built out of tomato fields, 
but he does miss the seasons -- especially 
autumn -- and, of course, his old friends at 
NDSU  

Tuval 
Foguel 

 
Tuvan Foguel 
joined the Depart-
ment of Mathemat-
ics in  1997. He left 
in 2003 to assume 
the position of  
Head of Department of the Mathematics De-
partment at Auburn University Montgom-
ery. 
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Sonia Kovalevsky Day 2006 

At Sonia Kovalevsky Day, high school 
teachers from throughout North Dakota 
and Minnesota bring their female students 
to Fargo to meet professional women who 
use math in their careers, and high school 
students who are interested in math. 
 
This year’s Sonia Kovalevsky day saw a 
new record high of attending people: 42 
students and their teachers came to-
gether to celebrate. 
 
The morning program consisted of two 
workshops. Jim Coykendall offered the 
workshop ‘The Mathematics of the Ru-
bik’s Cube’, in which he explained the 
way how group theory allows to gain an 
understanding of the moves that are 
needed to solve the Rubik’s cube. 
 
Friedrich Littmann held the workshop 
‘Basic Codes and how to break them’,   
the girls experimented with different cod-
ing methods and attempted to break a 
message written in an unknown code. 

 
This year’s keynote address was given by 
Elizabeth Mossberg from the Department 

of Defense. Her talk dealt with some of 
the symmetries and regularities of Pas-
cal’s triangle. 
 
In the afternoon the girls attended a 
career panel discussion which featured 
several women with jobs in mathemat-
ics. The themes covered by the panel-

ists included job chances, pay for math 
jobs and reasons for and against 
choosing a career in mathematics. It 
was a very positive experience for the 
girls and the organizers, and we look 

forward to next year’s Sonia 
Kovalevsky day. 

Jim Coykendall 

Friedrich Littmann 

Dogan Comez and Elizabeth Mossberg 



 7 

 Sonya Kovalevskaya was born in Moscow in 1850 as Sofya Korvin-
Krukoskaya She started studying mathematics books as a girl initially against the 
will of her father who, however, soon became aware of her remarkable talent and  
allowed her to take private lessons. In order to gain the freedom to travel, she had 
to undergo a fictitious marriage with Vladimir Kovalevsky. 
  She moved to Heidelberg, Germany, where she gained a special permit to attend 
lectures without being a student; females were not allowed to enroll at that time. In 
1874 she was awarded the doctorate Summa cum Laude from the University of 
Goettingen, once again on an exceptional basis. Initially unable to find an aca-
demic position, she moved to back to St. Petersburg, until in 1883 she gained a po-
sition at the University of Stockholm in Sweden where after six years she was 
awarded a lifetime professorship. 
 
Sonya Kovalevskaya worked on partial differential equations, integral equations, 
and Saturn’s rings. She wrote theatre plays and several autobiographical novels. In 
1888 she was awarded the Bordin prize from the French Academy of Science. She 
died in 1891 of pneumonia, after returning from a holiday trip to Genoa, Italy. 
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KEEP IN TOUCH! 
Do you have news to share with your former classmates?   Please take a minute to complete the 
following section and return it to us via fax, e-mail, or the postal service to the address listed be-
low.  We’d love to hear from you! Also, if you would like us to put a recent picture of you into 

the next newsletter, send it along. 

NAME ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ___________________________            STATE__________________                  ZIP______________ 
 
TELEPHONE__________________________     E-MAIL___________________________________________ 
 
PLACE OF WORK_______________________________     POSITION_______________________________ 
 
COMMENTS, AWARDS, ACHIEVEMENTS_____________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Laura Martin lives now in St. Joseph and 
teaches Mathematics at St. John’s Prepara-
tory school. In her own words: “I am work-
ing with some very talented 7th and 8th 
graders. They are a lot of fun. I also coach 
girls soccer and basketball.” 

Mark and Cheryl James live now in Colorado. 
Mark works as Systems Analyst and Cheryl as Data-
base Architect. His comments: “I am so impressed 
with your math club. You should share your secrets 
with other colleges.” 

LeRoy (Leo) Ostegaard lives now in 
Ohio. He works as an Investment Rep 
and has managed the Partners Confer-
ence for the last 12 years. 

We’re glad to hear from you, folks. Thanks for letting us know about you! 
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Donations to the Department Thank 
you! 

Thank 
you! 

Mathematics Department Fund Donor 
Richard E. Branick 
Bernard E. Biren 
Mark Mathre 
Dr. David R. Duncan 
John L. Heath 
Tom and Lynda Childress 
Jeanne and William Etheridge 
Robert and Ardell Nelson 
Marvin and Janice Leidal 
Dr. Max and Petra Gerling 
Dr. Yunhe Zhao 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Smith 
Raymond and Candace Lambert 
Major Thomas and Catherine Sly 
Michael and Patricia West 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Elgethun 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O. Nelson 
Cheryl and Mark James 
Debra Wehmas-Walter 
David and Lily Cole 
Carol Gellner 
Mark and Carol Kiemele 
Barbara and Dale Haack 
Robert and Ardell Nelson 

Specific Scholarships 
  Fred Haring Scholarship  
  Ronal M. Mathsen Scholarship 
  Gilbert Nelson Scholarship 
  James H. Olsen Scholarship 
  Lloyd Olson Scholarship 
  Mathematics Scholarship 

Donors to the above scholarships 
Mr. Jeb Willenbring 
Dr. Ron and Lil Mathsen 
Duane Maas 
Ronald L. Ehlers 
Armin Rubbert 
Phyllis M. Sanders 
James A. Meier 
Leroy and Janice Odegaard 

The Department of Mathematics thanks all 
who have contributed to the Mathematics 
scholarships and funds; your help is most 
welcome and greatly appreciated! 

Phyllis Marjorie Lundquist Sanders passed away 26 August 2006.  She was the 
sister of the late Quentin Lundquist, a member of the faculty of the NDSU Depart-
ment of Mathematics.  Mrs. Sanders left a bequest of $10,000 to be used to increase 
the endowment of the Mathematics Scholarship.  This scholarship is awarded annu-
ally to a student of the NDSU Department of  Mathematics. 
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Included is my gift of $ ________ . 
 
Please utilize my gift for 
 
                                                        Scholarship.                                                                                                              

Payment option 
   □ Check enclosed 
   Charge my credit card 
            □ Visa    □ MasterCard    □ Discover 
 
   Card No. 
   Expiration Date   
 
   Billing Address  
 
 
Phone  
 
Signature   

Mathematics Scholarships Fund 

Detach and send with your gift to 
 
       Development Foundation 
       P.O. Box  5144 
       Fargo, ND 58105 
 
Make checks payable to NDSU Development Foundation. 

Your continued financial support is requested for the Depart-
ment of Mathematics to keep the scholarship program growing 

 
There are several scholarships that you may wish to support; they are: 

The Fred Haring Scholarship 
The Hill-Tidd Scholarship 

The Mathematics Scholarship 
The Ronald M. Mathsen Scholarship 

The Gilbert Nelson Scholarship 
The James H. Olsen Scholarship 

The Lloyd Olson Scholarship 
The Mathilda Thompson Scholarship 

 
All eight of these scholarships are handled through the NDSU Development 

Foundation. 
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For a while, the department suffered from the confusion and dust of a mini renovation, but our 
patience with the general state of disarray has been worthwhile. A new ceiling, new lights, and a 
brand new wireless connector (to the left and slightly below the green exit sign) make the third 
floor of Minard Hall appear in an entirely new light. 


